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CITY OF NORTH ADAMS, MASSACHUSETTS 

Office of the City Clerk 

 
Meeting of the North Adams City Council  

Tuesday, January 25, 2022 

7:30 PM 

 

MINUTES 

 

A meeting of the North Adams City Council was held at 7:30 p.m. in Council chambers. 

 

COUNCILORS PRESENT:  Councilors Barbeau, Blackmer, Bona, Harpin, Obasohan, 

Oleskiewicz, Sapienza, Shade, and Wilkinson; a quorum was present. 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the President called for approval of the minutes for the 

January 11, 2021 meeting. On the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Shade, 

the minutes were approved.  

 

The President called for the hearing of visitors. Seeing none, the President moved to the agenda. 

 

 

11,985  Communication submitted by Councilor Lamb to investigate opportunities to help 

slow traffic speeds and improve pedestrian safety on Eagle Street. 

 

Discussion ensued to verify the status of the paper in committee. In order to consider grant 

opportunities and to allow for newly formed committees to study the paper, on the motion of 

Councilor Sapienza, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was unanimously VOTED to refer to the 

Traffic Commission and Public Safety, and to postpone to the meeting of February 22, 2022. 

 

11,986 Communication submitted by Councilor Lamb requesting a joint review of the 

concept of artistic crosswalk installations by the Traffic Commission and the 

Public Arts Commission. 

 

Discussion ensued to verify the status of the paper in committee. The Mayor offered to seek 

grant opportunities, and said she would be speaking with former Councilor Lamb for further 

information. To allow for newly formed committees to study the paper, on the motion of 

Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Shade, it was unanimously VOTED to postpone to the 

meeting of February 22, 2022. It was hoped that this would leave ample time in the spring to 

begin the project(s).  
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11,992 Communication submitted by Councilor Sweeney regarding the “Not in My 

County Pledge” for a county-wide campaign coordinated by BRIDGE. 

 

Councilor Sapienza stated that this had just been discussed the prior evening’s PAC meeting. On 

the motion of Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Wilkinson, it was unanimously VOTED 

to file the communication without prejudice. When the newly formed IDEA committee is able to 

fully consider the campaign, Counselor Shade stated that she will bring a fresh version of the 

paper forward. 

 

12,021-1a Mayor’s communication #5 to provide an update on the RFP process for the 

Mohawk Theater disposition. 

 

The President moved to file the communication without objection.  The Mayor provided updated 

information, stating that she feels it is the best interest of the City to reject the RFP. She noted 

that there is an existing loan on the Theater with $52K of interest outstanding. Her plan is to hold 

two focus groups within the community to gather resident input, and to then craft an RFP with 

exact timelines and specifications. The Mayor would like to see a Councilor on the review 

committee. The Mayor stated that she has spoken with Mr. Buntic, the individual who had 

submitted the RFP under consideration, and that he was disappointed. She hopes he will resubmit 

a proposal under the new RFP. 

 

Councilor Harpin noted that Mr. Buntic had agreed to resubmit at the informational meeting held 

December 1, 2021. Councilor Obasohan thanked the Mayor and asked for more detailed 

information about the focus groups, which the Mayor provided.  The Mayor added that she 

would like to see the two focus groups meet in February, get the RFP out in mid-March with a 

May 1 opening, and then to have a plan in place by July 1, 2022. 

 

12,021-1 An Order to authorize the Mayor of the City of North Adams to sell the Mohawk 

Theater to Dowlin Building, LLC for $21,000 and to negotiate the contract. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Harpin, it was VOTED to file the 

order by unanimous yea vote. 

 

11,970-2a Mayor’s communication #6 requesting the Council vote of paper 11,970-2 be 

rescinded due to errors within the compensation scales. 

 

The Mayor addressed the timing of the paper in relation to other compensation amendments, and 

the various errors that were contained in the calculations. She stated that she had spoken with 

both the employee unions involved, and that they were awaiting the quick passage of the 

replacement ordinance. On the motion of  Councilor Harpin, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it 

was unanimously VOTED to rescind and file the paper. 
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11,970-3 Mayor’s communication #7 presenting an Ordinance amending the FY22 

Classification and Compensation Schedule, including wage classification W-7 for 

DPW/Public Services supervisors. 

 

The President moved to file the communication without objection. 

11,970-3 An Ordinance amending the FY22 Classification and Compensation Schedule, 

including wage classification W-7 for DPW/Public Services supervisors. 

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, it was VOTED by 

unanimous yea vote to pass to a second reading and publish as required by law. 

 

12,051 Communication from Councilor Shade requesting City Ordinance Chapter 14, 

Section 14.2 Curfew be repealed. 

 

President Blackmer read the communication into the record. Councilor Shade stated that she 

chose to bring this paper to Council as the ordinance is unenforceable based on the language; it is 

unnecessary, as other laws cover this topic, and it is outdated. It was VOTED by unanimous yea 

vote to refer the paper to Public Safety with a return to Council on March 8, 2022. 

 

12,052             Communication from the City Clerk submitting her resignation effective 

                        February 18, 2022. 

 

Most Councilors offered thanks to the Clerk for services rendered in the City Clerks office, and 

well wishes for the new position. The Clerk stated she is moving to a position at 1Berkshire as 

Marketing Coordinator. On the motion of Councilor Bona, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, 

with regret, it was VOTED to accept the resignation by unanimous yea VOTE. 

 

The President called for Open Forum. Seeing no one wishing to speak, she called for Mayor’s 

Concerns. 

 

The Mayor expressed concern over the state of several grant accounts, and said she is looking 

through those items extremely carefully. 

 

The Mayor announced that Diane Stevens will join her office as Executive Assistant effective 

February 7, 2022, and is bringing municipal experience. The City is continuing to try to fill 

multiple positions at City Hall.  

 

The Mayor noted that there will be two opportunities to take the police exam, one on Saturday, 

January 29 and another on February 26. The results of the firefighters’ civil service exam are 

also expected shortly. 

 

The Mayor commended the Public Safety team for its service, with long hours being put in due 

to staffing shortages. The Mayor is also beginning negotiations with the fire union, and hopes to 

be bringing papers forward soon. She also hopes to complete requirements for the Compensation 

Grant. Finally, the Mayor noted that she is looking for people to volunteer for boards and 

commissions throughout the City. 
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The Mayor stated that Winterfest will be held on Saturday, February 19, 2022, and that Suzy 

Helme is graciously pulling that together.  

 

Councilor Bona inquired about enforcing the snow clearing mandates, given the new ordinance. 

The Mayor responded that the issue needs further consideration to help out the elderly and others 

for whom this is a difficulty. Several Councilors had specific areas they hoped would be 

addressed in that consideration. 

 

Councilor Oleskiewicz spoke about an ice dam build up at the entrance to the Greylock 

apartments, making for hazardous driving. The Mayor said she is aware of the situation, and as 

the property is privately owned, it is being handled with the property owner. 

 

The Mayor noted that since she has taken office, there has been a gas line break (now fixed), and 

multiple water line breaks. The cold weather is wearing on both the infrastructure and those who 

work to make repairs. Councilor Sapienza encouraged residents to reach out immediately if they 

see anything that looks like a break, or is something out of the ordinary. 

 

The Clerk stated that the annual City census is imminent, and has been slightly delayed due to 

the State’s 10-year redistricting plans. 

 

President Blackmer noted that Girl Scouts are selling cookies, which is their major fundraiser. 

She stated that COVID and weather are making it difficult for the Scouts to sell at their usual 

places, and encouraged people to seek them out.  

 

Councilor Bona paid special recognition to the Public Works department who have been working 

long hours, day and night, in severe cold to try to repair the infrastructure.  

 

On the motion of Councilor Oleskiewicz, seconded by Councilor Sapienza, the meeting was 

adjourned at 8:40 pm. 

 

 

 

A true record 

Attest,              \Cathleen M. King 

                                     City Clerk         
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